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Newsletter Number 21 for July 2018 

 

Introduction 

Welcome to the 21st issue of the Winchcombe Museum Newsletter. It feels rather special to 
have made it to 21. In this issue we continue our feature about one hundred years ago by 
looking at men’s clothing in the years after the end of the 14-18 war. We also continue our 
What’s On and Places to Visit series. The two longer pieces focus on Winchcombe in the 
1841 Census and some history of that beloved written instrument, the source of so much 
inspiration and black fingers – the fountain pen. Reader response to Newsletter Number 20 
was great and we have included some fascinating new material about the Winchcombe 
telephone exchange and a follow up on manhole covers. Finally, at the end of the 
newsletter we have a surprise for you. I do hope you enjoy this 21st issue. 

 

Winchcombe in 1841 

Census of Population in England and Wales 1841 

A census of the population of England and Wales has taken place every ten years since 1801 with the 
exception of 1941. The census in 1841 was special in that it was the first to intentionally 
record names of all individuals in a household or institution. In 1841 the UK Census counted 
the population of England and Wales to be 15.9 million. 

Winchcombe Museum holds some records of the 1841 Census in Winchcombe.  The records were 
transcribed and donated by Rosemary Potter. The folder in the museum containing the records 
includes notes by Barbara Edward. The Census took place on the night of the 6th-7th June 1841. The 
areas included are Sudeley Manor, Enumeration Districts (ED) 1,2,3,4 and 5. 

ED 1 includes Greet, Naunton, and Frampton plus Pearsons’s Farm.  

ED 2 includes Gretton, Abbots Leys, Langley and Cockbury. 

ED3 includes Winchcombe north of the Turnpike Road through the town. 

ED4 includes Abbey Demense, Postlip, Coates, Westwood, Corndean and the parish of Sudeley. 

ED5 includes the remains of the town to the south of the Turnpike Road through the town. 
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The 60 pages of tabulation for Winchcombe are shown as follows: 

Location Forename Surname Age 
Male 

Age 
Female 

Occupation Glos. 
Born 

Enummerator’s 
Book 

High 
Street 

Richard Ireland 60  Farmer Y 19 34 

 Esther Ireland  55  Y 19 34 
 Elizabeth Ireland  30  Y 19 34 

 

Note how the address is as a street or village but no house numbers are given. Ages for people over 

14 are rounded down to the nearest 5 or 0.  The penultimate column is for ‘Place of birth’ with Y 

indicating Gloucestershire, N not born in Gloucestershire and I for born in Ireland. The final column 

is the enumerator’s page number. 

The total population of the town was 2691 of which 49.8% were male. Some 35.85% of the total 

population were under the age of 15 and 1.9% were living in the Workhouse. Of the total population 

some 207 had not been born in Gloucestershire, 4 of whom were born in Ireland. 

Population of named areas of Winchcombe in 1841 
 Area Males Females  Children  Total 
1 Abbey Terrace 33 35 23 68 
2 Alms Houses 8 9 0 17 
3 Bull Lane 27 23 16 50 
4 Castle Street 36 43 39 79 
5 Chandos Street 34 26 13 60 
6 Cowl Lane 6 15 10 21 
7 Gloucester Street (S) 133 147 100 280 
8 Gloucester Street (N) 106 117 73 223 
9 Greet 69 63 40 132 
10 Gretton 158 160 127 318 
11 Hailes Street (N) 57 49 38 106 
12 Hailes Street (S) 88 76 70 164 
13 High Street (N) 21 25 4 46 
14 High Street (S) 29 34 12 63 
15 Littleworth 16 16 10 32 
16 North Street 119 124 77 243 
17 Queens Square 7 13 6 20 
18 Sudeley Tenements 50 49 37 99 
19 Vineyard Street 35 31 30 66 
  

 
1032 1055 725 2087 

 

The census includes a number of small groups of houses that have not been included in this 

tabulation. 

The oldest male was William Bridgeman (aged 86) living with 77 year old Jane Bridgeman in an Alms 
House off Queens Square. His occupation was recorded as Agricultural Labourer. There were 10 
others named Bridgeman living in Winchcombe, all of them in houses in Gloucester Street. The 
oldest female was Catherine Trowton (90) who lived with Elizabeth (65), George (30) and Charles 
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(20) in Chandos Street. The youngest inhabitant was 4 day old Joshua, son of Frederick and Sophia 
Green of Hailes Street. Frederick was a 25 year old labourer. 

There were over 80 different occupations in Winchcombe recorded in the Census for the 810 
employed people.  In addition there were 52 marked as ‘Ind’ that is ‘Men, or widows, or single 
women having no profession or calling, but living on their means’.  

The larger groups were 236 agricultural labourers, 46 farmers, 25 labourers, 24 involved in paper 
making, 28 shoemakers, 25 silk thowsters, 31 stonemasons and 145 servants. Unfamiliar entries 
included 4 gloveresses, 1 mealman, 2 straw bonnet makers, 6 surgeons and 8 wheelwrights. There 
were no mentions of doctors, dentists, opticians, antique dealers, dry cleaners and building societies 
to mention a few of the premises in Winchcombe in 2018. 

It is clear that in 1841 Winchcombe was a relatively small town with an active agricultural 
community. In addition industry was present with papermaking, a tannery and a silk mill. The town 
had a number of highly skilled small establishments including industries making high class gloves, 
expensive shoes and horse collars. Occupations concerned with building construction and repair 
were also represented. The 145 servants suggests a number of more affluent houses. 

 I am grateful to Rosemary Potter and Barbara Edward for their organisation of this data. I am also 
grateful to Rob White for his technical help on the protocols of enumeration for this census. 

Explanations of some the unusual occupations 

Gloveress A gloveress would train for many years to gain the skill to make both the delicate, 
fitted gloves for the middle and upper classes, and the rougher but complicated work 
gloves. Often skills handed down from mother to daughter. 

Maltster The maltster prepared the malt from grain, usually to a brewer's specifications. 
Malting was a trade in its own right, and maltsters were generally independent from 
either the farmers who produced the barley or the brewers who consumed the malt 
for beer making. 

Millwright A millwright was a craftsman who installed, dismantled, repaired, reassembled, and 
moved machinery in factories, power plants, and construction sites. 

Relieving 
Officer 

An official appointed by a parish or union to administer relief to the poor. He 
evaluated the cases of all people applying for poor relief. 

Silk 
Throwster 

A silk "throwster" received the silk in skein form, the thread of which consisted of a 
number of silk fibres wound together to make a certain diameter or size, the 
separate fibres having actually been spun by the silk worm. 

Collar maker A horse collar maker was a skilled craftsman who had to work in straw, leather and 
metal. Straw was hand cut to preserve strength and the leather work demanded 
great strength. 

Cooper Traditionally, a cooper was someone who made wooden, staved vessels, sewn 
together with hoops and possessing flat ends or heads. Examples of a cooper's work 
include casks, barrels, buckets, tubs, butter churns, hogsheads, firkins, tierces, 
rundlets, puncheons, pipes, tuns, butts, pins and breakers. 

Cordwainer  A cordwainer made new shoes using new leather, whereas a cobbler repairs shoes. 
Cordovan leather was used for the highest quality shoes, but cordwainers also used 
domestically produced leathers and were not solely producers of luxury footwear. 

Fellmonger A fellmonger was a dealer in hides or skins, particularly sheepskins, who might also 
prepare skins for tanning. The name is derived from the Old English 'fell' meaning 
skins and 'monger' meaning dealer. 

Gatekeeper The keeper of the Turnpike Gate, named Mary Hunt (aged 35), lived in Turnpike 
House, Sudeley Cottages. 

 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/throwster
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Gloucestershire Library: A marvellous source for all who love history 

If you hold a Gloucestershire Library card you probably receive the monthly ‘Library News’.  In the 
December 2017 issue the library invited members to borrow free ebooks and audiobooks using their 
Overdrive & Borrowbox systems.  Overdrive offer a large range of eBooks and eAudio. They also 
have a Virtual Reference Library which carries: 

 Newsbank: to search newspapers from 1985 to the present day; 

 Times Digital Archive with copies of the Times from 1785 to 1985; 

 Nineteenth Century Newspapers: search national and regional newspapers; 

 Oxford Dictionary of National Biography: 57000 biographies. 

 

Here is a quick example about Winchcombe: 

THE BRISTOL MERCURY, TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 1900 
ATHLETIC SPORTS AT CHELTENHAM 

One mile flat race (Handicap) (Local) S.T. Smith, Charlton A.C. (85 yards) 
C.W. Greening, Winchcombe, (55 yards) 

 

And one for Cheltenham from The Times in 1918 

 

Some of the library sites are available from your home computer but for others you have to visit the 
library. You book a time on one of the library computers and away you go. The machines are busy so 
make sure you phone ahead to book. In just two afternoons I collected a mass of bibliographic 
information about a former resident of Winchcombe. 

 

Train Line II: the timetable 

Here I had planned to include a pre-1914 timetable of the passenger trains stopping at Winchcombe. 
Sadly, despite the best efforts of the GWSR at Toddington and NRM at York, the search is still on. 
Suggestions of a solution are welcome. 

 

  



5 
 

Fountain Pens 

The other day we were discussing fountain pens. I use one to this day and have, somewhere, the pen 
with which I took some examinations years ago. A colleague told me  “I had a stainless steel pen 
which was too slippy. My fingers used to slip down the barrel.  I always ended up with black thumb, 
first and second finger.” A young girl in her GCE examinations chewed her mother’s pen so badly 
that mother was not very pleased. “On my first day of Secondary School I didn’t have the required 
‘fountain pen’ so my mother loaned me her’s and I lost it that day, somewhere out of my unfamiliar 
satchel.” Nice touches of nostalgia attached to fountain pens. I made a list of all the makers of 
fountain pens I could recall and then plunged into the internet to find more and more. Such is the 
experience of historical enquiry that a little question usually turns out to be big and complex. Here is 
a list of the pens I found. 

Definition: A fountain pen has a metal nib, a reservoir which feeds ink to the nib and is portable. 
[Always have a definition when you start even if you modify it as you progress. Modifications of your 
definition usually mean revisiting earlier work]. 

 

Company name Original location Start Close 

A.T. Cross Rhode Island 1846 Active 

Aspinal of London Germany 1918 Active 

Aurora  Turin 1919 Active 

Burnham & Son UK? 1920 1965-66 

Conway Stewart *1 London 1905 Active 

Curtis Victoria, Australia 1890 Active 

De la Rue London, UK 1880 1960 

Ebra New York 1982 Active 

Esterbrook New Jersey, USA 1858 1971 

Ingersoll Michigan 1926 1948 

Kaweco Heidelberg, Germany 1883 Active 

Lamy pens Heidelberg, Germany 1930 Active 

Montblanc Hamburg, Germany  1906 Active 

Montegrappa Italy 1912 Active 

Namiki (Pilot) Japan 1925 Active 

Ohmas Bologna 1925 2016 

Parker Pens Wisconsin, USA 1863 Active 

Pelican Hanover, Germany 1838 Active 

Shanghai Hero Shanghai 1931  Active 

Stipula Florence 1973 Active 

Swan (Mabie Todd Pens) New York, USA 1884 1956 

TWSBI Taiwan  Active 

Visconti Florence 1988 Active 

Waterman New York 1884 Active 

 

*1 Named after a music hall act of the1920’s 
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What’s On 

12th-13th 
August 

English Civil War society ‘Siege of Brampton Bryan Castle’ re-enactment 
(www.exploremortimorecountry.com)  

24th July to 
2nd Sept. 

Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the end of World War I at The Almonry 
Museum, Evesham. See web site or event detail at www.almonryevesham.org nearer 
the date. 

 

Places to visit 

All year Dore Abbey  (www.doreabbey.org.uk) Founded 1147, only surviving Cistercian Abbey. 
Dissolved 1537. Still has medieval altar. Interesting story of how 5 local people saved 
the building. Lots of performance events e.g. concerts. 

April to 
September 

Buscot Park, National Trust, splendid house and gardens. Check the dates open as 
dates vary. Burne Jones and Rosetti plus water gardens and splendid walks. Egypt 
Avenue and Obelisk Sundial. 

 

Historic House Association 

Most of us are familiar with and may be members of the National Trust and English Heritage. Less 

well known is the Historic Houses Association.  This much smaller association organises public access 

to a large number of independently owned historic houses, castles and gardens. These include 

Highclere Castle (aka Downton Abbey), Fonmon Castle, Pashley Manor Gardens, Ugbrooke Park, 

Chiddingstone Castle, Blair Castle, Acton Court, Althorp and so on. In fact there are 71 properties 

within 50 miles of Winchcombe. Membership gives you access to the times when these properties 

are open and free to members, as well as a quarterly magazine and times of exclusive tours. 

Membership for a couple for 12 months is £80. 

 

100 years ago: men’s fashion 

Men’s fashion in 1918  

We continue our look back one hundred years by exploring the clothes men were wearing after 

WW1. In those days the gentleman’s clothing was formal with several different outfits worn during 

one day.  The traditional gentleman, during the morning, opted for a morning or frock coat 

over a double breasted waistcoat. His shirt would have a stiff detachable collar, trousers would be 

grey or black striped. He would wear a cravat and top hat. Younger men, especially those going to 

work in the growing number of offices and service industries would wear a loose single breasted suit 

with a waistcoat and a more conventional tie. 

 

http://www.exploremortimorecountry.com/
http://www.almonryevesham.org/
http://www.doreabbey.org.uk/
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In the evening, a gentleman would dress for dinner in black and white evening wear. Usually you 
would have dinner with one host and then visit the theatre or a ball. Gentlemen would wear a dark 
tail coat and trousers, a matching waistcoat, white dress shirt complete with winged collar and a 
bow tie.  If you were the host you might wear a smoking jacket of burgundy, blue or green velvet. 

By the end of the 14-18 war lounge suits were narrow cut with pointed collars turned down, and 
plain or simply patterned modern knot ties. Cloth caps were popular amongst the working class, 
though trilbies or homburgs were worn by the middle classes. Hair was cut very short at the sides, 
parted severely from the centre or the side and smoothed down with oil and brilliantine, or combed 
back over the top of the head. The moustache was very popular. 

Working class men such as those involved in steel, mining and railways all had a distinctive uniform 
or dress code.  For general manual labour, sturdy cotton or canvas overalls or coveralls with a wool 
work shirt, usually with no collar, and tough leather boots was the standard dress. Work clothing 
took quite a beating and needed to be mended and patched frequently. 

The hat for most working classes was the single or eight panel flat hat. It was soft, wide and puffy 
made of wool or tweed. Postmen and those working on the service side of railways had strong 
woollen uniforms. 
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Working class work clothing, on the right Harold Green of Winchcombe circa 1918 

 

Notes from readers about Newsletter Number 20 

 

Annabel Burton, of North St wrote: 

Dear John 

My husband lived at Parr’s Farm as a teenager. He said the telephonist known as “Snowie” would 
put you through, but would listen to the conversation and give sympathy if it was a sad message! 

A long way from our modern phobia about hacking into emails.... 

Thank you for all your efforts on behalf of the museum. 

 

John Silcock wrote: 

Thank you for another interesting Newsletter.  You ask where was the telephone exchange.  I'm not 
absolutely sure where it was during the War but by the late 1940s it was in North Street, just south 
of (and on the same side as) Chandos Street.  It was of course a fully manual system, staffed by a 
shift rota of (mainly if not exclusively) ladies, one of whom was (I think) Lou Belcher and another 
"Snowy" Freeman.  I recall having to cycle to the Exchange and bang on the door one evening when 
attempts to get an answer from the operator by jiggling the telephone rest up and down failed -- the 
person on duty was asleep!  The Exchange was automated some time in the 1960s and moved to a 
specially built exchange on the east side of Greet Road. 

 

Alastair Robinson wrote: 

Your article on manhole covers reminded me that back in 2003 I took pictures of every manhole 
cover and water cock cover I could find in Winchcombe that had some local interest to them.  The 
list is shown below.  As there were a number of different styles, it would seem that the local 
plumbers and builders used these as advertising and got them from different foundries.  Herbert and 
Young in the Forest of Dean, I believe, were iron founders and were therefore advertising 
themselves. 
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Unfortunately, when I took the pictures, I did not map them so finding them again can be 

difficult.  Some may have not been discovered and others may have gone to be replaced by plastic or 

pressed steel.  Peter and I spent some time looking for the W S Key covers. 

Manhole Covers Water Cocks 
A Hall 
A Woodrow 
A Yiend 
Burlingham 
Chas Fisher 
E Mason 
F Green 
H Wood 

H Yeates 
John Oakey 
N Cook 
Powell Gwinell 
R Durden 
W Key 
Wheeler & Mansell 
 
 

Cheltenham Corporation 
 E W Talbot 
 Glandel 
 Glos Water 
 North West Glos Water Board 
 Winchcombe Water Supply 
 

 

My sincere thanks to these readers for their interest and support. 

 

Correction 

In the June  2018 issue we presented a map of the many railway stations that have existed around 
Winchcombe. Chris Cotton from Pebworth has pointed out that ‘Sandon’’ should have been called 
‘Sarsden’. He also notes that many of the early stations were just a platform and at a later date were 
called ‘Halt’ e.g. Laverton, Hailes Abbey and Mickleton. He also reports that Broad Marston was 
replaced half a mile to the south by Pebworth Halt. Thank you Chris for this detailed expertise. 

 

How does this feel? 

As we have basked in several weeks of very hot and dry weather I thought you might enjoy this 
photograph taken from last winter here in Winchcombe. I am very grateful to Mark Davies for 
permission to use the image and to Angela Teasdale for gaining permission and drawing it to my 
attention. We saved it up for the summer hardly realising how June and July would be.  Now, really, 
which would you prefer? 
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Thanks 

My thanks to everyone who has helped me to produce this July newsletter.  It’s becoming a 
community effort and that is pleasing to me. Nevertheless all the mistakes are mine. 

 

 

John Hancock 

 

 

Winchcombe Museum Charity no. 1173052 

 

 


